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December 2006 A professor of Biblical Studies at the University of St. Andrews here in Scotland, John
Loftus, has just published a new book named The Church of the SubGenius: The Twisted Beliefs That

Make the World Go 'Round. (And Rick Santorum Too?) With a forward by John Meier. A few points
about this book: This is sort of a joke book, poking fun at the New Age trend in conservative

Christianity of which Rick Santorum is a member. Loftus is pretty good about making his case. And
so are his arguments, provided you can follow them and not be driven to the conclusion that Loftus
is an unbelieving Secular Humanist. Every so often he comes up with something new to skewer the

"Jesus was a SubGenius" crowd. The entire chapter on "SubGeniusism" is worth reading to get a
sense for what Loftus is doing. Loftus notes that he has "nothing negative to say about the

SubGenius", although some of his ideas seem to presuppose that he is a Christian believer. But I'm
not convinced that Loftus is a Christian. The pictures of the SubGenius, his head all stuffed up with
what looks like grey hair, are amusing and well done. Actually, the whole thing is amusing and well

done. And worth reading even if you are not a SubGenius. Richard D. Criswell, a member of the
group's fundamentalist-oriented Massachusetts arm, took aim at the "outrageous misquotes" and

"high-falutin' words" of "some of the out-of-context statements" uttered by the early leaders, people
who have since died. "Here are the bottom line facts," Mr. Criswell said in an e-mail message: "What
I'm interested in is that there be no misunderstanding of who we were, what we stood for, and what

we taught." Mr. Criswell pointed
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