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race for president, and in many ways in our nation, you must have a big stick to even become
president. Such is the case for the French presidential election in 2017, where Marine Le Pen, the
National Front candidate, has been elected as the country’s new, President-elect. She is on her way
to becoming the country’s first female president. While the race has always been tense and often
stormy, what is really interesting is that she used the experience of running her political party, and
of running for a high political office, for the first time in her life, in a way that has created a
movement of a different kind. Le Pen has been a member of the National Front party (FN) for her
entire life, yet never held office. She has run as mayor in multiple towns in France, and ran as
deputy in the regional parliament. In 2015, she ran against her own party, including even voting
against the party’s position, forcing the party to openly criticize her and drop her. At the time, the
party said they voted against her because she disagreed with their party’s position. During the
campaign for president, she frequently explained that she is the candidate for all women of France,
not just for women. In the introductory speech to the party, she said the only way to stop the attacks
on France is through nationalism. She said her position, defending the people, the nation, and the
European Union, is superior to that of her opponents. She pointed to her vast experience, running
her party, her work in the EU, and her advocacy of European issues. She pointed to her experience
of being isolated and attacked by the left and socialists as a reason to trust her. To her, she is the
candidate for all women of France, but also for
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