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in patients with severe injuries of the geniculate ganglion and vagal nerve. The geniculate ganglion
is associated with the vestibulocochlear nerve. The diagnosis of a lesion of this nerve is challenging
since patients may not have symptoms of ear or facial nerve injury. Common causes for such injuries
are head trauma and iatrogenic injuries. This study analysed the results of medical and surgical
treatment in patients with various causes for lesions of the geniculate ganglion and vagal nerve. A
retrospective case series of 20 patients with lesions of the geniculate ganglion or vagal nerve treated
in the Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery in a university hospital in the period
2000-2010. Outcomes were determined with respect to hearing. The patients' mean age at the time
of diagnosis was 53.6 years. Thirteen patients were male. Fourteen lesions were at the geniculate
ganglion, three at the vagal nerve, one at the ganglion of the vagal nerve and two at the ganglion of
the vagal nerve complex. Five patients had cranial nerve palsies, 13 patients had facial nerve palsies
and two had moderate to severe hearing loss. The majority of the facial nerve palsies (12 of 13) were
caused by lesions at the geniculate ganglion. In all patients with geniculate ganglion lesions, the
facial nerve recovery was incomplete (median nerve action potential of 6.3 mV) and was identical to
the facial nerve recovery after geniculate ganglion lesion in a previous
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