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the player is not involved in politics, but experiences them from the outside. he works for the enfeebled king, is taken by the enfeebled queen, and continues
his work in the middle of a political struggle. his involvement in the political struggle does not go further than the simple observation of the action around him,
and the question of his involvement may remain unanswered throughout the game. the problem of the game is that it embraces the world as it is, but then
tries to assimilate the unique experience to the realm of the west, as if it could grasp the world as it is in reality and then change it to fit into the west's
conception of reality. in the first instance, the game's setting is political and the player experiences it through the perspective of a non-intervener. geralt can
operate in political situations and choose not to participate in the political struggle, but that only results in the story of a private person who cannot intervene
in the situation. the last instance is based on the narrative formalism, namely, the structure of the game. the game follows a non-linear, episodic structure,
but the structure is non-linear in that the player has to follow several plot lines. the story of the game is built as a chain of events which evolve through time,
and the player has to control the flow of the events by choosing what he wants to happen next. therefore, the story of the game is linear, but not in that it is
being told to the player by a storyteller, but in the sense that the player gets to control the flow of events by means of his decisions. as part of that control,
the player can continue the story and can change the outcome of the game. he can choose to kill the queen, but if he does, he becomes the queen's
murderer, and cannot continue the story. he can choose to kill the emperor and his daughter, but if he does, he will not be allowed to continue the story. he
can choose to save the empress, the empress's sister, and the queen, but if he does, he will not be able to continue the story. he can choose to help the witch,
eithne, and save her from the prince, but if he does, he will not be able to continue the story.
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this article is a reading of the witcher 3: wild hunt in relation to postcolonial approaches to polish culture. it departs from an analysis of an online debate on
racial representation in the game as a possible act of epistemic disobedience, and moves on to a consideration of three narrative aspects of the game itself:
its representation of political struggle, the ideological stance of the protagonist, and ethnic inspirations in worldbuilding. by referring those three issues to

postcolonial analyses of polish culture, as well as walter d. mignolos concept of decolonization through epistemic disobedience, this article aims to
demonstrate paradoxical qualities of the game, which tries to simultaneously distance itself from the established, west-oriented ways of knowledge production

and gain recognition as an artifact of modern western pop culture. moreover, it employs the tradition of polish romanticism to establish itself as a bridge
between slavdom and western culture, and strengthen the colonial idea of poland being the proper ruler over slavs. the witcher’s creation was somewhat

accidental. the game was inspired by a gamebook written by polish writer andrzej sapkowski. the author had been contracted by cd projekt, an independent
polish game developer, to create a game based on the novel. the game was first released on pc in may 2011 in poland, and was dubbed "the witcher" in
february 2012. the game was released in english in march 2014 (gamespot 2014). the game is set in a fantasy world and takes place in a fictional region

called ‘northern kingdoms’. the setting is a medieval fantasy world inhabited by a number of cultures, several of them – the humans, elves, and dwarves –
being the most prominent ones. humans are the dominant culture, and they are divided into five different nations: the drowned lands, the pale, the kingdoms,

the sword coast, and the swamp territories. the rest of the population consists of the elves and dwarves. elves are nature-oriented, peaceful people, and
dwarves are hard-working miners and merchants. elves and dwarves are rather rare in the northern kingdoms, and they live in separate settlements.
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