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Madrid-Barajas airport is the largest airport in Spain, the sixth largest in Europe, and ranks number
25 in the world. Located about twelve kilometres north-east of the city centre, the airport is serviced
by international, domestic and European flights. It is located at the intersection of the M-50 and the
N-110-B highways, with the M-50 providing a direct link to the city centre and Northern Spain, and
the N-110-B road, the approach road to the airport. The nearest Metro stations are Madrid-Atocha
and Barajas-Aeropuerto, located respectively 2.5 and 8 km from the airport and 25 and 37 km from
the city centre. Furthermore, the AVE high speed rail line runs directly to Madrid Central and is 7
km from the city centre. The airport is located in the A6 (Madrid-Barajas) motorway service area, 80
km from Madrid-Aeropuerto Airport, and 25 km from Madrid Centro. Note that the airport is a
massive agglomeration of several terminals, as opposed to most other airports where each terminal
is an independent entity with separate terminal buildings. Madrid-Barajas was built to serve the
transit demand between Spain's capital and its northern regions, and has been planned and
constructed to be one of the largest airports in the world. Madrid-Barajas currently handles
3,100,000 passengers annually, with an average load factor of 80.5 percent and a capacity of 7,300
aircraft movements per year, making it one of the busiest airports in the world. The airport's
principal runway and terminal are located to the north of the city and are used for flights within
Spain and international flights. The southern runway and terminal which are used for flights to and
from other European countries and transatlantic flights are located to the south. The apron area to
the south of the southern terminal handles 12,200 tonnes of cargo annually. The Madrid-Barajas
airport is an archetype of an airport for a large modern city, being extremely large in comparison to
any other city in Europe. According to a 2005 study by the London School of Economics, Madrid-
Barajas is the 25th largest airport in the world in terms of passenger and cargo capacity, carrying
1.9 million passengers and moving 38,000 tonnes of cargo per year. In a report by the New
Economics Foundation in
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